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Dear Colleague:  

 

In the face of a mounting overdose crisis, it is imperative that we, as harm reduction practitioners,  

advance the scientifically based success of Harm Reduction treatment, policy, and practice. After years of 

advocacy, bureaucratic entities such as OASAS are moving to adopt treatment modalities for substance 

use disorder that are not rooted in abstinence. We must seize this opportunity to further expand Harm 

Reduction as the preeminent practice to uplift our communities.  

 

Understanding that we are stronger together than alone, several agencies have formed the New York State 

Harm Reduction Association (NYSHRA) to leverage our voices of advocacy, policy, and clinical 

expertise in order to effect social change. The mission of NYSHRA is to introduce and promote Harm 

Reduction throughout ALL of New York State as a scientifically based treatment appropriate for 

substance use disorder, as well as a lifestyle approach to people who use substances. NYSHRA fulfills 

this mission on behalf of clinical and other providers, and the consumers they serve, through public policy 

and advocacy, public awareness, clinical education, and research dissemination. 

 

We invite you to become a member of NYSHRA. Your experience, struggle, and wisdom as a Harm 

Reduction agency can truly inform transformative policy change. And as a member, you will gain access 

to high-quality trainings for staff at all levels, from clinical practitioners to peers. Among our first charges 

as an association is to plan and host a series of Clinical Training Summits in 2020 that will provide the 

latest information on Harm Reduction practice and science.  

 

Membership is based on a sliding scale that considers the type of member and their budget. Annual dues 

are as follows: 

 

Organizations 

• Annual budget under $250,000:    $250/year 

• Annual budget of $250,000–$500,000:   $500/year 

• Annual budget of $500,000–$1,000,000:  $750/year 

• Annual budget of $1,000,000–$5,000,000:  $1,000/year 

• Annual budget over $5,000,000:   $2,000/year 

 

Individuals 

• Professional:  $200/year 

• Student:   $100/year 

• Consumers:  $10/year 

 

We hope you will join NYSHRA and bring your agency’s presence to the table, where together we will 

speak truth to power and effect real change. Kindly refer to the enclosed invoice to process your payment 

and feel free to contact the NYSHRA Executive Committee with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Barry, LMSW    Joe Turner, JD 

Co-Chair     Co-Chair 

(607) 798-1706, ext. 113   (212) 243-3434, ext. 339 

jbarry@stapinc.org    joeturner@exponents.org  


